
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Principal’s Message           March 2023 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Spring is in the air! We love this time at Oak Hill 
because the weather is beautiful, and we can 
enjoy our amazing campus. Last week, we held our 
first Art Festival, and the students had a wonderful 
time. WE hope to make this an annual event! 
This month we move into state testing season for 
grades 3-8, and we also have some other exciting 
activities planned to include a new Special 
Olympics event at Ribault High School.  
 

Yours in Education, 
Stephanie Smith, Principal 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
March 

3.2- SAC Meeting @ 10:30 a.m. 
3.2- Read Across America Day 

3.3- Kona Ice Truck Visit 

3.8- Parent Training- Reading Activities @ 10:30 

3.13-3.17- Spring Break- No School 
3.20- Planning Day-No School 
3.21- Marine Science Center Trip (select classes 
only) 
3.23- Special Olympics Event-Middle School Only 

Look Ahead 
4.3-4.6- School Spirit Week 
4.6- Egg Hunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Stephanie J. Smith, Principal            

  NEWS FROM THE NEST! 
Planting Seeds…Strengthening Lives 
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Water Safety & Read Across America Day 
We are so excited to welcome the prevention team 
from Wolfson Children’s Hospital to our campus on 
March 2nd. Representatives will be here to read a 

book on water safety to all our students.  We think 
this partnership is so important and are happy to be 

a part of this initiative.  



Autism Acceptance and Awareness 
Month is in April! We will kick-off our 
celebration with School Spirit Week! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students of the Month 

 
Arnelle is in pre-kindergarten at Oak Hill 
Academy. Arnelle is kindhearted and loves to 
greet people with a smile. She is always ready to 
talk about her favorite book and loves to engage 
in classroom activities. Arnelle is a joy to have at 
Oak Hill! 

 
Adian is working hard in the classroom to 
develop strong communication skills. He has 
been very focused on developing a positive 
mindset and learning strategies for self-
regulation. We are proud of Aiden and all his 
progress in academics, communication, social 
skills, and behavior! 

 
Kelsey is one of Oak Hill’s original students. 
Kelsey has matured into a wonderful young lady 
and can be heard telling others “Everything is 
going to be alright”! Kelsey is a hard worker and 
follows directions both in the classroom and 
around campus. She demonstrates strong 
leadership skills and has a bright future ahead!  

Donations Needed 
Plastic Eggs 

Wrapped Candy-No Peanuts 
Skittles & Sour Patch Kids 

TIPS and TRICKS  
FROM OUR THERAPISTS 

 To strengthen a behavior means to 

increase the likelihood that it will occur again in the future. A 
reinforcer can be a particular toy, an edible, an activity, or even 
a preferred individual. For example, you tell your child "You 
need to clean up your room then we can go outside". If letting 
them know that outside time is available motivates them to 
clean their room, then it is acting as a reinforcer. A bribe is 
when the reinforcer is given before the actual expectation is 
met. For example, you are in a store with your child, and they 
want candy so you tell them "I will only buy this candy for you 
if you clean your room when you get home". Timing is the 
difference between a bribe and a reinforcer. A bribe is given 
before the expectation is met and a reinforcer is given after.  

Meal time is a great 

time to work with your student on their communication.  Using 
our school core board or their communication device, you can 
model words and start a conversation. Talk about things they 
“like” and “don’t like”. Give things names as they “eat” and 
“drink” (spoon, stove, banana, cup, juice, etc.) Do they want 
something “different”, “more”, or are “finished”.  What did you 
“do” today and what did they “do”.  They may also need 
assistance and you can practice them asking for “help”, “open”, 
or something that they “need/want.” Create opportunities!  

 Help your child become more 

independent in life skills. For instance, opening packages. If 
they hand you a package, do not just open it for them. Loosen 
or start and then let them finish. You may have to place their 
hands in the correct spot or even give gestural 
cues.  Eventually, fade your help and they will increase their 
independence.   

Kona Ice will be here on Friday, March 3. 

Please send your child with $3-$6 if you would 

like for them to purchase an ice! 


